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The Methodist Hospital, Healing Gaden

Houston Medical Center, Texas USA
Design by TBG Partners(Bill Odle, Meade Mitchell, Jaime Gele, Kinoto Miyakada

(Director/KEIKAN SEKKEI TOKYO))
Photo by Kinoto Miyakoda
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Located in Houston Medical Center district, U.S.,
this courtyard and hospital were constructed more
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than 40 years ago. The purpose of this renovation
project was to revitalize the dim and desolate
courtyard as a “Healing Garden", open to the public
including patients and their family.

Design principles include the use of 1) A variety
of shade tolerant shrubs and groundcovers with
sensory healing effects. 2) Materials such as blue
mosaic tiles, natural stones and synthetic lawn
(due to lack of sunlight) to provide vivid colors.
3) A blue glass exposed aggregate concrete and
fountain at the entrance gate to draw people’
s visual attention and naturally navigate them
into the garden. 4) Stainless steel vine trellises
of different heights and sizes functioned as
ventilation air intakes for the underground
pharmacy.

This garden proposes a new style of public
spaces for medical facilities. The role of “Healing
Garden” in Japan will become more significant as
we develop spaces meeting the needs of a rapidly
aging society, providing a place for people to
communicate and reconnect to nature.

Text by Kinoto Miyakoda
(TBG Partners(Director/KEIKAN SEKKE| TOKYO))
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